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When Jesus died on the cross on Good Friday, one of the things that 
happened was that the curtain in the Temple in Jerusalem was torn in 
two Matthew 27:51   

  That curtain separated the holy place from the Holy of 
Holies.  The Holy of Holies was a separate room in the Temple that 
signaled God’s presence on earth.  No one was allowed in the Holy of 
Holies throughout the entire Old Testament times except  the high 
priest once a year on the Day of Atonement.  He would bring the blood 
of a sacrifice with him to make “atonement” for the sins of the people.   
The curtain that hid the  Holy of Holies reminded the people that their 
sin separated them from God. 
 

When Jesus died on the cross, that Temple curtain was torn in two – it 
was split apart to show that the way to God’s presence was now 
OPEN through the death of His Son!  Jesus is the sacrifice who makes 
atonement for your sins;  His blood covers over your sins and 
they are remembered no more.    
 

Your sins have been dealt with, 
they no longer separate you from God. 

 

You are welcome in God's Presence1.  There is no curtain, no sin, no 
guilt, nor anything else, that separates you from God!  The 
Resurrection of Jesus Christ proves that this is true! 

 
1  No High Priest , no Prophet,  no Judge, nor any King ever had this kind of unrestricted and direct access 
to God in the Old Testament!  But YOU DO through faith in Christ!  It is an unprecedented gift that God 
has given to you! 
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Because of Jesus’ death and resurrection,  you now have peace with God.   
Because your sins have been dealt with and removed from you, you have 
access to God. You have been forgiven of your sins and cleansed from your 
guilt.  In the New Testament, there is a special word for this new 
relationship you now have with God:  the word is  parrasia;  it's translated 
into English as confidence and boldness. 
 
Let us then draw near to the Throne of Grace with confidence, that we may receive mercy 
and find grace to help in time of need.   Hebrews 4:16 

 
You have confidence and boldness to approach God, His Throne of Grace, 
because of the Lord Jesus Christ. This confidence and boldness, this 
parrasia, is because Jesus has removed your sins from you and cleansed 
your conscience.   God's wrath has been satisfied;  He is not angry at you 
because of your sins.    This parrasia2, confidence and boldness, is seen in 
three places in your life. 
 
The first is in worship. As a congregation we approach God and His 
Throne of Grace together.   Worship is pictured  as an audience with the 
King of Heaven, your Heavenly Father,  where He speaks His Word to us, 
and we hear, believe, and obey it3.    In worship our God, King, and Father 
forgives your sins,  cleanses your conscience with Living Water, gives you 
the Bread of Life to eat!   In worship, your God, King and Father showers 
you with His mercy and grace so that you can live as His people.  In 
response, you confess your faith, you sing His praises, you offer your 
prayers, you give your tithes and offerings, you love one another, you 

 
2 		This Greek word “Parrasia” is worth knowing and understanding.  It is a powerful Gospel image that is used 
to describe your relationship with God the Father through faith in His Son Jesus.  Take time to learn this term 
and apply it to yourself!  Start with thinking it through this way:  you have parrasia (confidence and boldness) 
before God in prayer, in worship, and on Judgment Day! 
 
3 	In worship, heaven and earth overlap if you will.  We are still living our lives on earth, but the God of Heaven 
has come to us and is  in our midst with His good gifts!   In Hebrews 12, we learn that we worship with angels 
and those who have gone before us.  The traditional Communion liturgy reflects this when it says that we 
worship “with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven . . .”. 
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confess the faith to your neighbor, and you are 
faithful in your vocations.   Right now you are 
exercising your parrasia, your confidence and 
boldness in the faith, as you worship the Lord 
knowing that He loves you and invites you into His 
presence.   We are standing before the Throne of 
Grace to receive the Lord's good gifts of salvation.  
This is Holy Ground; and you are welcomed and 
invited to be here with confidence and boldness! 
 
The second place where you experience parrasia is in prayer4.   In prayer, 
you have  unrestricted, unlimited, and unparalleled access to God .   You 
have confidence and boldness to talk to God about whatever is on your 
heart.    Prayer is not  pictured as God standing or sitting at your side here 
on earth listening to your prayer.  Rather, prayer is pictured as you boldly 
and confidently approaching God's Throne of Grace in Heaven!   You draw 
near to His Throne of Grace with confidence!   In prayer,  you can 
speak freely, and openly, with the Lord your God, knowing that He cares; 
that He loves you; and that He will use His mighty power on your behalf.   
You are most welcome in His presence!   When you know and believe that, 
that’s parrasia!  Confidence and boldness in God's presence because of the 
death and resurrection of His Son Jesus.  Your sins no longer separate you 
from God, you are welcome in His presence. 
 
A third place where you experience parrasia is on the Last Day5.  Most 
people on earth shudder at the thought of Judgment Day;  they live in fear 

 
4			In prayer, Jesus the Son of God, our Great High Priest, ushers you into the very presence of God in heaven 
so that you can speak to Him.   Your presence before God's thrown in heaven is parrasia;  you have confidence 
and boldness to be there because of the Lord Jesus Christ.  You know that God is not angry at you, but rather 
He's your loving Heavenly Father who has promised to hear your prayer and to help you. 
	
5			St. John teaches this using the word parrasia in 1 John 4:16-18:    “God is love. Whoever lives in love lives 
in God, and God in them. This is how love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the 
day of judgment. In this world we are like Jesus. There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, 
because fear has to do with punishment.”   Jesus took your punishment for sin, so now you have no fear before 

Parrasia 
παρρησία 

This Greek word is 
translated as  “confidence 
and boldness” in the New 
Testament.  It has the 
idea of authorized, 
unrestricted, and 
unhindered access to God 
the Father through 
faith in His Son Jesus. 
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of death and dying knowing that final condemnation awaits them.  BUT 
NOT YOU.    In Christ, you have parrasia, confidence and boldness, on 
Judgment Day. 
 
That's because you know and believe that the judgment and 
condemnation for your sins happened on Good Friday, where Jesus took 
your place under the judgment and condemnation of sin when He died on 
the cross.  Your sins have already been dealt with. You have already heard 
the verdict of the judge:  “not guilty!”    You have heard the words of 
Absolution every Sunday in worship;  the formal announcement that you 
are forgiven.   You read the promises of forgiveness yourself in Holy 
Scripture;  that you are righteous and justified before God through faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ.   There is  No Fear of Judgment Day for those who 
are in Christ;  rather you have parrasia, confidence and boldness to stand in 
God's presence. 
 
One of the great gifts of salvation is parrasia, confidence and boldness in 
the presence of God because of the Lord Jesus Christ.   

ð Your sins have been paid for in Jesus' death and resurrection, so there 
is nothing separating you from God 

ð Together, we approach God in Worship, exercising our parrasia 
ð In prayer, you have unrestricted, unlimited, direct and authorized 

access to God at all times.  You boldly approach the throne of grace 
to receive mercy and to find help in your time of need. 

ð And on Judgment Day, you will stand before God with confidence, 
knowing that He is not your Judge, but your loving Heavenly Father! 

 
One of the great gifts of salvation is parrasia, confidence and boldness in 
the presence of God because of the Lord Jesus Christ.      Amen. 
 

 
God, but rather confidence and boldness, knowing how much the Father loves you and cares about you!  That’s 
parrasia! 



 5 

   ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------______________________________________________________________________________________-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 
 

 
Jesus, our Great High Priest,   
we thank you that you usher us into the 
presence of God the Father and His throne 
of grace.   
Help us to understand the magnitude of this 
gift  
you have given to us.   
Help us to be bold in asking our Father  
for grace, mercy, and help in our time of 
need.  
Amen! 
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1 John 4:7-18 
7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes 
from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God 
and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know 
God, because God is love. 9 This is how God showed his 
love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the 
world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: 
not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his 
Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear 
friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love 
one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; but if we 
love one another, God lives in us and his love is made 
complete in us. 13 This is how we know that we live in 
him and he in us: He has given us of his Spirit. 14 And 
we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his 
Son to be the Savior of the world. 15 If anyone 
acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in 
them and they in God. 16 And so we know and rely on 
the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in 
love lives in God, and God in them. 17 This is how love 
is made complete among us so that we will have 
confidence on the day of judgment: In this world we are 
like Jesus. 18 There is no fear in love. But perfect love 
drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. 
The one who fears is not made perfect in love. 
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Hebrews 4:14-16 
Since then we have	a great high priest	who has 
passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of 
God,	let us hold fast our confession.  For we do not 
have a high priest	who is unable to sympathize with 
our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has 
been	tempted as we are,	yet without sin.	  Let us 
then with confidence draw near to the throne of 
grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace 
to help in time of need. 

 
Luke 11:9-13  
Jesus said, “And I tell you, ask, and it will be given 
to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be 
opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives, 
and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who 
knocks it will be opened. 11 What father among 
you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish 
give him a serpent; 12 or if he asks for an egg, will 
give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, who are evil, 
know how to give good gifts to your children, how 
much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit to those who ask him!" 
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