Healthy or Sick?
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*F you get sicl o injuireq, there’s a lot of different ways
that you can get help. You can go to urgent care, you can Tele-
med your doctor, you can go to the emergency room. They
may put you in the hospital, run some tests, do a surgical
procedure, or give you medicine. Of course, behind it all, we
believe that God is at work through the medical vocations to
help take care of us during our lifetime. The Lord Jesus is the
Great Physician who works through doctors, medicine, and
procedures.

&»? What
happens when you are crushed in guilt? Where do you go when
you are overwhelmed in shame? Who do you turn to when sin
has devastated your life and destroyed your relationships?
Where do you go to find peace and reconciliation with God?

Eut what happens when your soul is sicl

These adire the auestions Jesus had in mind in our
Gospel lesson foi- today.



Jesus was teaching by the sea; Mark has already told us that Jesus
teaches about repentance that lead leads to the forgiveness of sins (Mark
1:15).  AsJesus is walking, he passes by a tax collector named Levil. Jesus
looks at him and says “Follow WMe” - and Levi gets up and follows Jesus!
In theology, this is called a Gospel imperative?, where Jesus’s words Follow
WMe has the power to create faith and to give Levi the will and the desire to
follow Jesus.

Levi's life changed dramatically; and he realized it. Jesus had chosen him
to be a disciple, and to celebrate, Levi invited his friends to a dinner with
Jesus. As a tax collector, Levi’s guest list did not include the Jewish
officials, Pharisees, or the Scribes. His circle friends were labelled “tax
collectors and sinners.” Right in the middle of all these “tax collectors and
sinners" was Jesus, eating a meal with them all3.

And Jesus was criticized for eating with the tax collectors and sinners. His
enemies thought that they had found a way to discredit Him. But Jesus
turned it around on them and used it as an opportunity to teach about
repentance.

Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. | came not to call the
righteous, but sinners.” Mark 2:17

1 " evi" was this man's given name whereas "Matthew" ("Gift of God," which is also what the names "Nathanael"

and "Theodore" mean) was a nickname. Matthew used the latter name for himself in his Gospel (Matt. 9:9; cf.
Mark 3:18), but Mark and Luke spoke of him by his given name. notes on Mark, Dr. Thomas Constable, 2024 Edition, online  (Having
two names was common in New Testament times; such as Simon also known as Peter; and Saul also known as
Paul, et al.) His conversion story is told three times; in Matthew, Mark, and Luke. As a tax collector, Matthew
worked for Greek-speaking Romans; however he gathered taxes from Hebrew-speaking Jews.

2 Gospel Imperatives are part of our daily life in Christ as well. The power of God’s Word allows us to believe
that our sins are forgiven, to trust God’'s Word and promises each day, and to obey the commands of God. The
Gospel of Christ motivates us and empowers us to obey God’s imperatives (commands).

3 Remember that in the Gospels, a meal is never just a meal if Jesus is there. Jesus used meals to
demonstrate that He brings peace between sinners and God. Jesus is God; and eating a meal with Jesus was
eating a meal with God. It was a demonstration of the reconciliation and peace that Jesus will earn through
His work as Messiah and Savior. A meal with Jesus is a “Fellowship with God meal.” Today, our “Fellowship
with God meal” is Holy Communion — where we have peace and fellowship with God through the forgiveness of
our sins that comes in the bread, wine, Body, and Blood of Holy Communion.



Jesus came into the world not to call the self-righteous, but those who
realize they are sinners. That's the nature of repentance. k@pentunce
is where you go when your soul is siclt; when you are being
crushed in guilt and overwhelmed in shame. Repentance knows that sin
is serious and it devastates our lives and it destroys our relationships. On
our own we have no peace the reconciliation with God. Insin, all we have
to look forward to is death and dying. There is no urgent care, TeleMed, or
emergency room that can help you. Ouly the Lord Jesus can heal your
soul.

Jesus came into the world for spiritually sick and sinful people. Those
who think they are healthy spiritually and self-righteous have no need for
Savior. Don’t let that be you. Don’t reject Christ. You can’t hide how sick
you are spiritually: guilt is real, shame is real, and death and dying is real.
Final Judgement is certain. You need a Savior as much as Levi did.

That’s why Jesus came into the world: it’s through His life, death, and
resurrection that we find healing and wholeness. It’s no coincidence that
the New Testament word for salvation can be translated as healing.
Healing comes as Jesus forgives your sins, and gives you eternal life. This
good news, this Gospel, is the power of God that brings SGlvation and
hedling to you?.

Jesus calls out to you with His powerful Word just like He did Levi. Inthe
Water of Baptism, God called your name and washed you clean®. He

4 No matter how sick a person may be in his soul, the Gospel can heal him. No matter how deeply a person
has fallen into the corruption of sin, the Gospel can pull him out. No matter how troubled, frightened, and
afflicted a person may be, the Gospel can comfort him. Whatever the condition in which a person finds himself,
even if he is convinced that he must perish because of it, the preachers can confidently oppose him, saying:
“‘No, as certainly as God lives, He does not want the death of any sinner. You shall not perish; instead, you
shall be saved. Turn to Jesus, who can evermore save all who come to God through Him.” And if one who
lies near death calls out: “God, what have | done? Woe to me! Now it is too late!l | am lost!” The preacher should
call to him: “No, no, it is not too latel Commit your departing soul to Jesus. You too shall still be with Him
in paradise today!” c.F.w. walther, A Treasury Of Daily Prayer. page 212.

5 If you or someone in your family have not been baptized, then lets talk and make it happen ASAP! Email me
(dbolte@trinitylcs.org) and we can make it happen!
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created faith and made you whole.  Throughout your lifetime, His
powerful Word leads you to repent of your sin, to turn away from them,
and to believe that you are forgiven because of Jesus’ work of salvation.

Today, hear Jesus’s Words and repent of any self-righteous thoughts or
attitudes you may have; humble yourself, see how ‘“sick in sin” you are,
and that the only cure is the Savior God sent for you: His son Jesus.

We are all like Levi. Jesus found you at some point in your life, and called
you to faith. In Him, we find health and healing and righteousness.

One of the unique things about this story with Levi is that he immediately
invited his circle of friends to meet Jesus and learn about His healing. That
is how the Gospel is spread; that is how Evangelism works; that is why
Outreach is so important. Levi was no Fible scholar nor
theologian; he just invited his friends to meet Jesus. You
can do the same thing. The gospel motivates you to be concerned about
the spiritual health of the people in your circles. There are people around
you whose souls are sick: they too are being crushed in guilt and shame
and are frightened of death and dying. They need Good News, they need
Jesus and His healing, forgiveness, and life. You know the doctor; you
know the Savior. Don't be afraid to share your faith with others; let
the story of Levi drive you and motivate you to share the Good News of
Jesus with the people in your life!

Tax collectors and sinners.
When you realize that you are a tax collector and a sinner, then you know
that you need a Savior.

Thankfully Jesus is that Savior,
and He brings the free gifts of health, healing, and life to us!

Amen!



Lord Jesus Christ,

we believe you are the One that God the
Father sent for us, the One who’s death and
resurrection brings us healing, wholeness,
and life. Grant us deep faith and ongoing
conviction of the salvation you have earned
for us. Keep us mindful of the people
around us, and their spiritual condition.
Give us boldness to speak words of life and
salvation that come only from You. Call the
people in our life to faith by the power of
Your Holy Spirit at work through Your Holy
Word. Amen!



Psalm 32:1-5

Blessed is the one whose transgressions are
forgiven, whose sins are covered. 2 Blessed is
the one whose sin the Lord does not count
against them and in whose spirit is no
deceit. 3 When | kept silent, my bones
wasted away through my groaning all day
long. 4 For day and night your hand was
heavy on me; my strength was sapped as in
the heat of summer. 5 Then | acknowledged
my sin to you and did not cover up my
iniquity. | said, “l will confess my
transgressions to the Lord.” And you forgave
the guilt of my sin.




Romans 3:9-26

What shall we conclude then? Do we have any advantage? Not at all!
For we have already made the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are
all under the power of sin. 10 As it is written: “There is no one
righteous, not even one; 11 there is no one who understands; there
is no one who seeks God. 12 All have turned away, they have together
become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one.” 13
“Their throats are open graves; their tongues practice deceit.” “The
poison of vipers is on their lips.” 14 “Their mouths are full of cursing
and bitterness.” 15 “Their feet are swift to shed blood; 16  ruin and
misery mark their ways, 17 and the way of peace they do not know.”
18 “There s no fear of God before their eyes.” 19 Now we know that
whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so that
every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable
to God. 20 Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God’s sight
by the works of the law; rather, through the law we become conscious
of our sin.

21 But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been
made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. 22 This
righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.
There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, 23 for all have sinned
and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and all are justified freely by his
grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 25 God
presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of
his blood—to be received by faith. He did this to demonstrate his
righteousness, because in his forbearance he had left the sins
committed beforehand unpunished— 26 he did it to demonstrate his
righteousness at the present time, so as to be just and the one who
justifies those who have faith in Jesus.



Mark 2:13-17

Once again Jesus went out beside the lake. A large
crowd came to him, and he began to teach them. 14
As he walked along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus
sitting at the tax collector’s booth. “Follow me,”
Jesus told him, and Levi got up and followed him. 15
While Jesus was having dinner at Levi’s house, many
tax collectors and sinners were eating with him and
his disciples, for there were many who followed him.
16 When the teachers of the law who were Pharisees
saw him eating with the sinners and tax collectors,
they asked his disciples: “Why does he eat with tax
collectors and sinners?” 17 On hearing this, Jesus
said to them, “It is not the healthy who need a
doctor, but the sick. | have not come to call the
righteous, but sinners.”



